THE BIRDS, 367-383

You would slay two woithy peisons,

kinsmen, clansmen, of my mate ? fl
Men who never sought to harm you,

would you teai and lacerate ?
CH   Why, I wondei, should we spaie them,

moie than ravening beasts of prey?
Shall we ever find, for vengeance,

enemies moie rank than they ?
HOO. Enemies, I grant, by natuie,

very friends in heart and will;
Heie they come with kindly purpose,

useful lessons to instil
CH   What, they come with words of friendship ?

What, you really then suppose
They will teach us useful lessons,

they our fathers' fatheis' foes ?
HOO Yet to clever folk a foeman

very useful hints may show ;
Thus, that foiesight brings us safety,

from a fnend we ne'er should know,
But the truth is forced upon us, very quickly, by a foe
Hence it is that all the Cities,

taught by foe, and not by friend,
Learn to build them ships of battle,

and their lofty walls extend,
So by this, a foeman's, teaching

children, home, and wealth defend.
CH   Well, I really think 'tis better

that their eriand we should know;
I admit that something useful

may be taught us by a foe.
FEI (to Eu) Now their anger grows moie slack ;

now we had better just draw back.

0 Frocne was an Athenian, 15 n.
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